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management system. From 2020-2025, the annual population growth rate rose to 1.5%, from 0.5% in
the preceding 5-year period (NPTD, 2025). As consumption increases alongside population growth,
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disposal (Earth Recycling Services, 2025).

In response, the government launched the Zero Waste 2030 Masterplan, which sets a target for
Singapore to recycle 70% of total waste by 2030 while significantly reducing reliance on Semakau
Landfill. By analysing over two decades of data on waste generation, recycling outcomes, and disposal
trends, this infographic aims to evaluate Singapore’s progress towards this goal. It highlights key
achievements, identifies gaps between current performance and national goals, and sheds light on the
challenges that must be addressed for Singapore to move towards a truly circular and sustainable future.

effective recycling has become more critical than ever. Furthermore, Semakau Landfill — Singapore’s only
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landfill — is projected to reach full capacity by 2035, underscoring the urgency to reduce waste sent for
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recycled amounts across all waste and non-domestic sources contribute almost

types, we see that in the mid-2000s, 18822 equally to total waste disposed, especially from
total waste recycled overtook the 80% 2021-2024. However in 2019, 5.37 million
amount disposed for the first time, gng’ tonnes of non-domestic waste was generated,
driven by various recycling initiatives, 500/2 compared to 1.87 million tonnes of domestic
like the National Recycling Programme 40% waste (The Straits Times, 2020).
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landfill. Hence, it is evident that achieving
Singapore’'s Zero Waste 2030 targets requires
stronger behavioural change at the household
level, not just industrial and commercial
regulation.

Amount recycled rises again briefly in the mid-2000s but notably converges with amount disposed
by 2024 — a warning sign about rising waste generation and lower recycling yields for key waste
streams. Overall, the trend underscores that sustaining long-term improvements will require renewed
circular economy efforts and upstream waste reduction.

"One of the biggest challenges for improving recycling rates
in Singapore is still the mindset and behaviour of the public."

MS JEN TEO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SINGAPORE ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL, 2021

*Red = Under-provided ~ Green = Over-provided
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Waste Generated vs Recycled by Type, 2024
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